Church Parking Signs

When you park in the Church parking lot
have you noticed anything new? Yes, there are
color-coordinated “Church Parking” signs clearly
identifying where we can park! Members of the
church’s Youth Group that are participating in
the Sierra Service Project in July volunteered their
time over two Sunday afternoons to measure,
level and glue these signs in the parking lot. Un-
der the highly-suspect leadership of Keith Price,
Pablo Jauregui, and Dale Crenshaw, the teens
had a lot of fun keeping the glue off of themselves
and on the wall! This was a special way the teens
could say thank you to the church for all of the
support and prayers they receive every year as
they spend a week working at a site helping Na-
tive American’s repair their homes.

Westwood United Methodist
Pre-school Annual Spring Social

Saturday, May 1st

Families and friends of the Pre-
school gather at this Open
House event to raise funds for
the school. Local businesses
and individuals donate great
items and families and friends
buy raffle tickets.

We have many exciting prizes this year, in-
cluding shopping days, an electric bike, jewelry,
family fun days and even American Idol tickets.
The proceeds will help fund exciting additions to
our enrichment programs and our annual Camp
WUMP.

Anyone interested in buying raffle tickets may
do so by contacting the preschool at 310.474.8986

i

On May 23rd we will be doing a
health kit build to support local efforts in our area
food collaborative. The food collaborative is in
great need of personal hygiene kits much like the
health kits we build for UMCOR (The United
Methodist Committee on Relief). We will begin
to collect items a few weeks in advance and will
post a list of the items needed in upcoming publi-
cations. Items will be collected through our blue
food bags and dropped off in the marked bins. If
you would like to join in the fun, you too can get
a reusable food bag in the church office. If you
would like to make a financial gift, in lieu of
shopping for items yourself, please mark your gift
“health kit build.”
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Adult Ministry Opportunities

Follow-up: An Adult Education Adventure

Following our Sunday worship service, adults have the chance to participate
in interactive studies of Christian interest. Though some weeks may be con-
nected, each week stands on its own. This way everyone is invited and can
jump right in.

“Satan: A Biography” by Henry Ansgar Kelly

Special Guest Lecture Series - 4/25 and 5/2

Henry Ansgar Kelly, or Andy Kelly as he is known to all, has been a mem-
ber of the UCLA English Department since 1967, and he was Director of
UCLA's Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies from 1997 to 2003.
He received his training in the Classics, English, philosophy, theology,
Scripture, and canon law at St. Louis University, Harvard, and Boston Col-
lege while in the Society of Jesus. He was also in the Society of Fellows at
Harvard, as a Junior Fellow, after getting his Ph.D. there. Of his dozen
books the most recent is Satan: A Biography (Cambridge UP, 2006), his third
book on the Devil, on which he will be speaking.

Plan Be: Guided Christian Studies

Follow-Up is an open participation, stand alone experience, and Plan Be is
closed participation, interconnected series. Plan Be is available by sign-up only
and numbers will be limited to facilitate a small group setting. Some series
may require the purchase of books or materials.

New Member Conversations

April 25th in Room 301

Pastor Woodall will lead the discussion for those who are interested in be-
coming members of this church community. This Sunday will focus on our
United Methodist approach to the Christian faith. New members will be
received on Sunday, May 2nd during the worship service.

4 Gospels, 1 Jesus presented by John Woodall

May 2nd — 23rd (Sign-up begins April 18th)

There are four different narratives telling the story of Jesus’ life in the Bible.
These documents are some of the most influential writings in history, but
how do we make sense of them? Have you ever wondered what the differ-
ences are? Do they all say the same thing? If they are different, which one
is “right?” How do we study these important stories so that we can use
them?

Starting May 2™ Pastor John will lead a 4-week comparison of the 4 Gospel
Stories. The group will meet every Sunday following worship in room 301.
The cost of the study is $10 to cover materials. The size of the class is lim-
ited and there are only a few spots remaining.

You may sign up online by going to www.westwoodumc.org. Click on the
Adult Ministries button and then on the Plan Be Sign Up form tab. Alterna-
tively, you may email the church office at wumc@westwoodumc.org
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Among Our Friends...
By Bette Caldwell

When we joined Westwood United Methodist
Church, we took vows to support the Church with
“our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our
service.”

Our Prayers...

...are with Reverend Sharon Rhodes-Wickett,
Rachel Rhodes-Wickett Gipson, and Ben Rhodes-
Wickett, on the passing of Al Rhodes-Wickett on
Friday, April 4, following a more than ten year
battle with Early Onset Alzheimer’s Disease. A
Memorial Service for Al will be held in the
Sanctuary on Sunday afternoon, April 25, at 4 :00
P.M. A reception in Fellowship Hall will follow
the service. If you wish to send a card to Sharon,
her address is:

956 Fenn Court, Claremont, CA. 91711

...are with Heather Robinson and her sister,
Ellen; Ellen’s newborn son, Dylan, recently
underwent brain surgery due to a seizure disorder.

...are with Harriette Craig, whose father,
Harvey Craig, has started oral chemotherapy
treatment for bone cancer. Harriette is in North
Carolina assisting in her father’s care.

...continue for Jack Behnke, Linda Bravin and
her family, Polly Hanson, Ruby Koupal, Jaynee
Nakanishi, Gunther Schiff, Howard Stimmel,
Lon Symensma, and C.Z. Wick.

Several Church members shared prayer requests
during the Worship Services recently:

...Elaine Burn asks for prayers for Bonnie Burn,
in her healing.

...Mary Gibson requests prayers for her son,
Dean Michael.

...David Henry asks for prayers for his friends
who are struggling financially; for children in
crisis; and for our church.

...Nancy Hill requests prayers for Dylan and his
family as he recovers from his recent surgery.

...Leanne Nakanishi asks for prayers for her
sister, Laura, who was recently diagnosed with
Bell’s Palsy; and for Eleanor Alberstadt and Lita
Nelson and her family.

...Chetachi Okereke, one of our newest
members, requests prayers for the grace to get
through the week.

...Ashton Williams asks for prayers that “God
may grant the Holy Spirit’s guidance to course our
lives by more than solely the rear view mirror.”

...Ulysses S. Griggs, Jr. listed numerous prayer
requests: Sharon Rhodes-Wickett; the Olsen
Rogers family on the loss of husband and father;
the Wesley “Top”” Logan family on his passing;
John Solomon; the Tillman family; Ann and
Denise Griggs; Diane and Ron Ross; the Matilde
Verbera family; Winston Doby; William Brown;
Linda Williams and family; Maria Cole and
family; Marianne Dancy; Barry Baszile; the
Bernard Johnson family on his passing; the Roslyn

Garrett family on her passing; the homeless; the
disabled; all cancer victims; and all people who are
being challenged.

Several visitors also shared prayer requests recently:

...Jim and Francene Adcock request prayers for
Cody Thompson, who is facing a difficult time in his
life and needs direction.

...Cheryl Erickson asks for prayers for the
Thomas family, who have just become legal
guardians of a difficult fifth child.

...Adelaide Mclntosh requests prayers for
Madisen Lefevre, for her improved health.

...Caren Molika asks for prayers for Madisen
Belle Lefevre and for her mother, Michelle Lefevre.

...Eunice requests prayers for healing for those
who suffer from AIDS and cancer... place hope in
their hearts and give them strength and courage to
continue the fight. She also said that she is thankful
to God for His grace, for listening to life-long
prayers. Additionally, she asks for prayers for her
father and mother to find peace, love, and joy; and
for her grandmother for healing and love.

Our Gifts and Our Service...

Westwood United Methodist Church held a very
special worship service on Sunday, April 11 —
Youth Sunday. Thanks to the wonderful efforts of
staff members, Kathy Cannon, Ruth Elin Drossel,
and Ralph Barlow, the youth planned and
presented another meaningful Youth Sunday
Service. Those who were involved were: Carter
Grasmick and Taylor Liberty, graduating seniors,
who were the speakers; and Stephanie Float, Youth
Counselor, who shared her reflections on the topic of
“Why in the World Would Anyone Volunteer to
Work with the Youth?” A skit was presented by
Nathan Buckner, Sean Craig, Grady Fitzgerald,
David Freese, and Jessie Larkin. Lila Smith and
Kayla Buckner shared the Call to Worship. Several
youth offered prayers throughout the service:
Maggie Fitzgerald, Patrick Drossel, Ashley
Kishibay, Samantha Smith, and Leo Freese.
Scripture readings were given by Emily Kishibay,
Ryan Larkin, Nash Wellington, and Collin Liberty.
The Hallelujah Youth Choir sang several songs;
David Freese was the soloist; Emma Holter did a
beautiful liturgical dance; Leo Freese, Ryan Larkin,
Grady Fitzgerald were instrumentalists. In addition,
four youth served as ushers during the service:
Megan Bird, Patrick Bird, Ben Lopatagui, and
Natalie Wilson. At the conclusion of the service, all
of the youth gathered to form a circle and to share
the UMYF Benediction... “May the Lord bless you
and keep you, may the Lord make His face to shine
upon you and be gracious unto you, may the Lord
lift up His countenance upon you and give you
peace. Amen!”

Thank you, youth, for your service...

Thank you, parents and members of the
congregation, for your support...

And thank you, staff, for believing in our young
people!
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The Ongoing Journey
By Pastor John R. Woodall

On the way home from the gym the other
night I was getting ready to turn north onto Bev-
erly Glen from Santa Monica only to discover
that there was a street closure. So in Westwood-
resident fashion, I immediately went into the
“side-street” mode knowing that there were any
number of ways to get back home . .. orsol
thought. Somehow, I missed the news that the
President was in town which necessitated the
closure of Wilshire Boulevard from Beverly
Hills to the 405 freeway. “Surely,” I thought,
“there has to be some north-south street open
somewhere.” It wasn’t to be. Unlike others
who decided to wait, I figured that I would be
smart and head to the freeway in order to get to
the north side of Wilshire.

When I finally got home, one hour and fif-
teen minutes later, I noticed that Wilshire was
open and traffic moving. A more patient atti-
tude on my part (just waiting) might have spared
me the 75 minutes of gridlock. I know there’s a
life lesson and faith lesson here . . . sometimes
stopping and waiting is the best thing to do rather
than following our penchant to forge on ahead at all
costs. Our impatience can lead us towards poor
decisions as well as missing those opportunities
to connect to God’s leading. Slowing down
may be a spiritual discipline for all of us to con-
sider. How is it on your journey?

Pastor John

The Next Two Weeks

at Westwood
SUN  Apr25
11:00a Two or More...rehearsal Sanctuary
Prayerful Stitches Wesley Room
4:00p Al Rhodes-Wickett Memorial Service
Sanctuary
5:00p Al Rhodes-Wickett Reception
Fellowship Hall
MON  Apr 26
7:00p Trustees Room 301
TUES Apr27
7:00p  Young Adults Selby Parsonage
WED Apr28
11:00a Disciple Bible Study Room 207
THUR Apr29
7:30p  Chancel Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary
SAT Mayl
8:00a  Men’s Breakfast Wesley Room
10:00a MOPS Room 207

11:00a Pre-school Open House
Pre-school Rooms

TUES May4
7:00p  Young Adults Selby Parsonage
WED May5
11:00a Disciple Bible Study Room 207

THUR May 6

7:30p  Chancel Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary

SPECIAL NOTICE

As you are all now aware, the recent flooding of
the lower level of the Education Building and the
basement of the Sanctuary have created quite a
mess, literally. The closure of both areas have
required a rescheduling of rooms that we normally
use on Sunday mornings. Until further notice,
please be note the temporary room assignments
are in the Calendar and Sundays at Westwood
sections of this page.

Sundays

at Westwood
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Dismissal at 8pm
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The Church at Worship

Sunday, April 25, 2010 Q‘g Sunday, May 2, 2010
4th Sunday after Easter 5th Sunday After Easter
Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m. Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m.
The Reverend John Woodall, preaching The Reverend John Woodall, preaching
Sermon: A Life That Matters Hom"y Another Chance

Music from the Chancel Choir

The Lord is my Shepherd by Thomas Matthews icfrom the Chancel Choir
I ‘aNew Heaven by Edgar Bainton
Desert Song by Broo A d'Eat This Bread by Robert Lau

sung by Chris Spearman

atured Scripture:

Featured Scripture: 5 and Revelation21:1-6

Psalm 23 and Acts 9: 36-43

Lay Reader: Ellen Evans Agee

' Westwood United Methodist Church
"~ 10497 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, California 90024
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