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Flood Update:  
Refresh/Restore Campaign 
By Chris Spearman 

Last week a number of church members met to 
hear a presentation about our response to the April 
10 flood that has affected the lower level of the Edu-
cation Building and Sanctuary.  Here is what they 
heard along with some new information: 

Plumbing   The insurance adjusters have met 
with our Trustees to plan the recovery process. 
Though insurance will pay for the repair of damages, 
it did not pay for the repairs to the plumbing that 
failed—the cause of the flood. The Trustees had to 
improvise and have been able to get this major repair 
work done, the cost of which has been borne by the 
church.   

Plans Emerge   Our music suite and children’s 
rooms are a mess, but insurance will repair them. 
Before the flood happened, the Trustees had devel-
oped plans to refresh the common spaces (hallways, 
stairwells, Fellowship Hall) enough to support the 
church’s ministries for the coming ten years.  It has 
been decided to move ahead with this plan, despite 
the recent cost of the plumbing repairs. After talking 
with several contractors, the Trustees resolved that 
we could save significant money by going forward 
now because the contractors would give us a dis-
count if they could “bundle” the work. Insurance 
will pay for the restoration of the lower level, and at 
the same time we can refresh the other two levels of 
the Education Building. 

Refresh/Restore   On June 13 the Trustees, our 
Lay Leader, the Preschool leaders, and our Pastor 
launched a Refresh/Restore Campaign which will 

allow us to pool our resources and carry out the much needed work so we can 
have a building we are proud of. The total cost is just over $85,000.  That day we 
raised over $26,000 toward the project.  

Two other sources of funding have emerged:  We received a refund of $19,500 
for some of the work on the newly constructed planters in front of the church. 
Also, the Preschool leadership has offered to pay for the renovation of the bath-
rooms on the 100 and 200 levels of the Education Building and to make improve-
ments to Wesley Lounge in order to increase the facility’s appeal to prospective 
Preschool families. Their proposal adds about $25,000 to the effort.  

Getting Started   The Trustees met on Monday night, June 21st. They reviewed 
bids from contractors and selected Robby Vairo, who also did the Sanctuary steps/
restroom construction. He will start work next Monday.  

Get Involved!   As of this writing, pledges have come in pushing us over the 
$34,000 mark. Any funds we are not able to raise we will take as a loan from the 
Spire Fund. It is our dream to do this debt free - but it will take all of us to make 
that happen. The campaign is a one-time effort with a deadline of July 15th.  If 
you have not already done so, please consider giving to the Refresh/Restore 
Campaign by using the form below (also available on the website.)   

Just a few weeks ago it felt as if things were bleak, our facilities were ruined, 
and progress stalled. Now there is new optimism. It looks like we may have all of 
our spaces freshened up for fall, just in time for a new season. What once looked 
like tragedy now seems to be a bit of blessing… and that sounds like just the sort of 
thing God does.  

Items    Price per unit        Sub-Total 
  

Tables 
60” round   $145/table    
5 ft. rectangle   $80/table    
6 ft. rectangle   $70/table     

 

Chairs 
Upholstered stackable  $85/chair    

 

Carpeting 
Carpet, padding,   
and base cove installed  $30/yard     

 

Lights 
EnergyStar Flourescent   $200     

(for hallways) 
Iron Ceiling Chandelier  $300     
Wide Island Ceiling  $170     

Chandelier  
Wide Island Ceiling   $120     

Chandelier Fixture  
Paint 

5-gallon bucket, installed  $100/bucket    
 

Blinds 
Brushed Aluminum  $325/set     

Venetian Blinds  
 

Table Cloths   $30/cloth     
 
     TOTAL:    

Refresh/Restore Campaign  
Order Form 

(Please respond by June 30) 
 
Name:       
 
Address:      
 
      
 
City:       
 
State:     Zip:    
 
Email:       
 
Phone:       
 
 
Please Choose: 
� Gift Registry  

I/We pledge $     
for the item(s) chosen from the list on the right. 

 
� I/We make a flat investment of $  

toward the Refresh/Restore Campaign 
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Among Our Friends… 
By Bette Caldwell 

When we joined Westwood United Methodist 
Church, we took vows to support the Church with “our 
prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service.” 

 
Our Prayers… 
…are with the family of John W. Davis.  The church 

was notified June 17 that John had passed away suddenly 
in his home.  Services will be at WUMC Tuesday, July 6 
at 11 am.  A reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall. 

...are with Pat Schmidt, whose brother, Michael, is 
finally home in New York recovering from pneumonia.   

...are with Karri Ann Hinds, whose mother, Lorraine 
Farrell, had brain surgery in San Francisco on June 15.  
She is doing well and resting comfortably. 

...continue for Ruby Koupal, Jaynee Nakanishi, 
Harriette Craigs’s father, Harvey Craig, Lon 
Symensma, the Alberstadt’s and the Ryan’s 

 
Several Church members shared prayer requests during the 

Worship Services recently: 

...Bette Caldwell requests prayers for the  
18 youth and 3 adults who will represent Westwood 
UMC at the Sierra Service Project in Northern Arizona.  
They will leave June 26 and return July 4.  Bette also 
requests prayers for Angel Muro, an 8th grade honors 
student at Wilmington Middle School.  Angel was hit by a 
car and is in a medically-induced coma. 

...Mary Garbesi’s niece is beginning chemotherapy 
this week for ovarian cancer. 

...Jeanne Contreras asks for prayers for her dear 
sister-in-law, Linda Dannison, on her marriage to Martin 
Grant on June 19, as well as for all those who are going 
to Michigan to be a part of this joy!   

...Harriette Craig-Neghabat requests continued 
prayers for Harvey Craig, her  father, as his health has 
diminished during his cancer treatment. 

...Mary DeHoyos asks for prayers for her niece’s 
fiancé, Scott Agnew, who is recovering from an accident 
resulting in brain trauma (he is still in a coma). Please 
pray for their families. 

...David Henry asks for prayers for his nieces  and 
our Church. 

...Rhonda K. Lawrence asks for prayers for her 
husband, Arthur Rosett, as he continues with 
chemotherapy, as well as for her mother, Mary 
Lawrence, as she receives treatment for a fractured 
vertebrae. 

...Leanne Nakanishi requests prayers for an end to 
the Gulf Coast oil spill. 

...Bob and Judy Wessling ask for prayers for Polly 
Hanson, Judy’s mother, as she moves to her new home. 

...Ulysses S. Griggs, Jr. listed numerous prayer requests 
for various friends and family. 

...the Prayerful Stitches group blessed three prayer 
shawls and presented them June 6th to Scotty Dannison, 
Keith Price and Arthur Rosett. 

 
In addition, a few visitors shared prayer concerns: 

...Sonia Agarpo-Segundo requests prayers for her son, 
Zhoydell Aaron, who has a bad case of psoriasis. ...Lisa and 
Grayson Lee ask for prayers for the safe delivery of Lisa’s 
son and Grayson’s little brother, who is due June 24. 

 
Our Gifts and Our Service… 
...Jeanne Contreras wishes to thank this  congregation 

for their thoughts and prayers during the last few months of 
stress and changes. 

…Michelle LeFevre wrote, “Thank you for your 
thoughts and prayers for my daughter, Madisen Belle 
LeFevre.  She has made an incredible recovery and 
continues to grow stronger and more joyful every day.  Her 
life is rejoiced in the fortitude of this congregation and we 
could not be more grateful for your continued support and 
love.” 

...The Reverend Kathy Cannon wrote: “Thanks a 
Million to everyone who supported me over the last three 
years on the road to ordination!   

...The Westwood Youth would like to thank all of the 
church members who baked for the bake sale on June 13.  
Thanks to the hard work of all our ‘helpers’ and the lovely 
folks that bought delicious baked goods the Westwood 
Youth were able to raise $600 that they are going to 
contribute to the Refresh and Restore Campaign. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS  to all our recent graduates! 

• Amado Machorro - Masters in Bi-Lingual Education 
from Loyola Marymount University. 

• Bob Mesrop - Master of Divinity from Fuller 
Theological Seminary. 

• Rachel Gipson - Master of Social Work from USC. 
• Bryce More (Eleanor More’s grandson) - graduated 

from UC Davis. 
• Benjamin E. Scherer - received his Doctorate of 

Podiatric Medicine on June 4th from Scholl College of 
Podiatric Medicine at Rosalind Franklin University of 
Medicine and Science.  He began his residency at  
Loretto Orthopedic Hospital in Chicago on June 15th. 

• Jessica Larkin - graduated from Palms Middle School.  
She will attend Hamilton Academy in the fall. 

• Ariel Bandasch - graduated from Santa Monica  
High School on June 17th.  She will be attending the 
University of Hawaii in the fall. 

• Taylor Liberty - graduated from Cleveland High School.  
He will be attending UCSB in the fall. 

• Carter Grasmick - graduated from Palisades High 
School. 
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J u n e  2 7  -  J u l y  1 0  
(for the regular Sunday activities, see sidebar) 

 
 

MON June 28 
6:00p METRO Community Meeting  
   Fellowship Hall 
7:00p Balcony Group Room 207 
 

TUES June 29 
7:00p Young Adults Selby Parsonage 
 

WED June 30 
TBA Youth Summer Event: 
  “Middle School Blow-Out”  
   Kathy’s Office 
 

SAT July 3 
8:00a Men’s Breakfast Wesley Room 
 

SUN July 4 
  No Follow-Up 
  SSP Team Returns 
 

MON July 5 
Independence Day Holiday 
All Church facilities closed. 

 

TUES July 6 
7:00p Young Adults Selby Parsonage 
 

WED July 7 
TBA Disney Movie Marathon Helms Hall 

Summer Sundays 
at Westwood 

 
 
8:45a Café W 
 Wesley Room 
 
 Childcare 
 Room 204 
 
 
9:20a Summer Choir 
 rehearsal 
 Sanctuary 
 
 
10:00a Worship 
 Sanctuary 
 
 Westwood Waves
 (Pre-school) 
 Room 202 
 
 Westwood Waves 
 (Pre-K to 5th) 
 Helms Hall 
 
 
11:00a Children’s Music  
 Helms Hall 
 
 Coffee Fellowship 
 Courtyard 
 
 
11:15a Follow-Up 
 Room 207 
  
 Youth Sunday 
 School and Music 
 Helms Hall 

Photo Directory Make-up Day 
 

Have you had your photo taken yet for our upcom-
ing directory?  If not, there’s still a chance to be a 
part of this project.  On Sunday, June 27, our resi-
dent photographer, Pat Schmidt, will be in the 
courtyard after worship.  

Summer Choir  
Has Begun! 

 

Everyone with a tuneful 
voice is invited to take part 
in the Summer Choir this 
year! Each Sunday, through 
Labor Day weekend, the 
anthem will be presented by 
those who come to the 
Sanctuary to learn it at  
9:20 a.m. (It will be some-
thing easily mastered in that 
time). 

 
Come for one Sunday, 
every Sunday, or whatever 
your summer plans permit!  
See you there! 

The Ongoing Journey 
By The Reverend John Woodall 

It was exciting to commission at this past Sun-
day’s Service of Worship eighteen Senior High stu-
dents for this summer’s Sierra Service Project.  They 
will be giving up part of their summer vacation to 
work at a Navajo Reservation in northeast Arizona.  
This is just one exciting thing among the many 
transformative experiences that Westwood UMC is 
providing for children, youth, and adults.  There are 
many stories about the growth taking place in chil-
dren’s and youth ministry.  The success of “Follow-
Up” has revitalized our adult ministries is a signifi-
cant way.  This was best summed up by a conversa-
tion I had at Coffee Fellowship with a new member.  
This individual and their child had not been attend-
ing church.  The teenager got involved in youth min-
istry, which started the parent attending and a deci-
sion made to join the church.  The comment shared 
with me, “I love this church; you will never believe 
the difference it has made in our lives.”  That’s what 
ministry is about: transforming lives. 

The vision of this congregation and the staffing it 
has put in place has helped make these kinds of suc-
cesses a reality.  It’s now time to support our pro-
grams by providing clean, well-cared for, attractive 
spaces to do the work.  We all know the state of 
affairs in the Education Building (see Chris’ article 
on page 1 for more details).  A face-lift is overdue by 
at least a decade.  There was great enthusiasm at the 
church meeting last week to support some basic 
housekeeping: paint, floor coverings, lighting, and 
window coverings.  The transformation created by 
this modest project will make a huge difference in 
our ability to provide programs that change people’s 
lives.  I’m pleased to report that at this writing, over 
$34,000 has been committed from members and 
friends of the church.  I hope we might all consider 
how we might make a difference; every gift will help 
towards the goal.   

How is it on your journey? 
    ~Pastor John 

It’s Summer!  Come join the fun! 
 

July 14 at 7:30 p.m. - Choir & Organ Concert:  
Organist Peter Fennema and the Chancel Choir will 
be performing as a part of the National Association 
of Church Musicians conference being held at 
WUMC.  This free event is open to all. 
 
July 25th - 2nd Annual All-Church Picnic @ 
Eloise Siskel’s Home:  Once again there will be 
food, fun, games and swimming!  This year we are 
adding an awesome WATER bounce house!  Every-
one is invited to bring a non-refrigerated dessert – all 
other food will be provided by our hostess and the 
church.  Mark your calendars. 
 
July 4 and July 25 - There will be NO Follow-Up. 
 
August 2-6th - Vacation Bible School:  Westwood 
UMC will join Santa Monica FUMC for a Cosmic 
Adventure Praising God!  Please see the website for 
more information. 

College Age Event 
 

Hey college-age people!  Are you home and 
bored?  Is working getting you down?  No money?  
No fun?  Come and join us for lunch and a movie 
on Sunday, June 27th!  We will meet in Kathy Can-
non’s office after Follow-up (around noon) and go 
to lunch and a movie.  Just casual – come if you 
can!  We are planning to do some fun things this 
summer and if nothing else – you may end up with 
some new friends.  See you there! 

Where Are They Now?   
WUMP Edition 
 

Did you attend Westwood United Methodist 
Pre-School?  Well, if you did we would love to hear 
from you and know all about what you’re doing 
now.  Whether you’re rocking out at school or all 
grown up and doing something awesome, we want 
to know.  Email us at wumc@westwoodumc.org  
and let us know how you’ve been! 
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Sunday, June 27, 2010 
5th Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m. 
The Reverend John Woodall, preaching 

Sermon:  A Spiritual Rate of Return 
 

Featured Scriptures:  
Psalm 77: 1-2, 11-20 / Galatians 5: 1, 13-25 

 
Sunday, July 4, 2010 

6th Sunday After Pentecost 

Sacrament of Communion 

Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m. 
The Reverend John Woodall, preaching 

Sermon:  Held Together or Fraying at the Seams 
 

Featured Scripture:  
Psalm 30 / Galatians 6: 1-5 

Westwood in New Orleans: October 23 – 30, 2010 
Mission Trip to Aid in Hurricane Recovery Wind Down 

 
New Orleans still needs our help!  Since Hurricanes Katrina and Rita hit 

the Gulf Coast in Summer/Fall of 2005, Westwood has been actively involved 
in the recovery efforts.  We participated in a number of UMCOR (United 
Methodist Committee on Relief) Health Kit Builds, concentrated our annual 
One Great Hour of Sharing offering to the relief efforts in 2007, supported 
individuals on repeat Mission Trips to the area and traveled as a church com-
munity in covenant with 19 members of the New Year’s Mission Trip in early 
2008. 

As the Recovery Efforts through the Louisiana Conference Southeast Re-
covery Center are winding down, Westwood plans to be there for the end!  
There are still many families in need of aid. 

Be a part of the adventure!  Be a part of a team that rebuilds homes and 
lives.  Be changed as the Holy Spirit works through you! 

Join Co-Team leaders Ellen Evans Agee and Pastor John Woodall on this 
exciting adult Mission Trip.  A group of no more than 12 committed members 
will represent Westwood in New Orleans enjoying physical labor while work-
ing with a diverse group of people in the midst of ever changing circum-
stances.  Cost is estimated at $700 per person including travel, transportation, 
and room and board. 

To sign-up, or for more information on how to be involved in any aspect 
of the trip, contact Ellen Evans Agee at 310-826-0894 or email the Mission 
Team at wumcmt@gmail.com. 

A memorial service to celebrate the life of Westwood UMC member 
JOHN W. DAVIS will be held in the Sanctuary  

on Tuesday, July 6 at 11 a.m.   
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. 


