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do justice • love kindness • walk humbly with God 

Summer Organ Concerts Begin 
Sunday, July 18 at 3 pm- Paul Meier 

 

Westwood’s annual Summer Organ Concert series begins 
on Sunday, July 18 with a concert by Paul Meier at 3 pm.  
This is the first of three programs featuring the monumen-
tal Shaffer Memorial Organ.  Each concert is sixty minutes 
in length and is offered free of admission charge. 
 

Paul Meier is Assistant Organist of St. James’ Church in 
Los Angeles and is a doctoral candidate at the University 

of Southern California Thornton School of Music. He holds the degrees 
Master of Music from USC, where he received the award for outstanding 
master’s degree graduate in organ performance, and Bachelor of Music 
from the Shepherd School of Music, Rice University.   Prior to his appoint-
ment at St. James’, he was Organist of Bel Air Presbyterian Church in Los 
Angeles.  His primary organ teachers have been Patricia Churchley, Clyde 
Holloway, and Cherry Rhodes.  He has also studied with Harald Vogel at 
the Norddeutschen Orgelakademie and with Martin Jean.   

Paul’s program on the 18th will include Julius Reubke’s astounding So-
nata on the Ninety-Fourth Psalm as well as works by Mozart, Bach and the 
late Los Angeles organist/teacher, Clarence Mader. 

 

UPCOMING CONCERTS:  
 August 1 - Ty Woodward (Staff Organist of the El Capitan  
     Theater in Hollywood and former WUMC organist) 
 August 15 - Peter Fennema (Westwood UMC) 

Westwood Musicians Featured at  
National Association of Church Musicians Convention 
 
The National Association of Church Musicians (NACM) will be holding their 
National Convention at Westwood UMC July 14-16.  Everyone is invited to 
join them for two free, public events: 

Wednesday, July 14 at 7:30 p.m. – Opening Concert featuring organist 
Peter Fennema performing on the Shaffer Memorial Organ.  The 
Chancel Choir will then present a selection of their favorite anthems 
from the past season. 

Friday, July 16 at 7:30 p.m. - Closing Worship Service featuring a con-
vention choir under the direction of Dr. Charlene Archibeque, choral 
music professor at San Jose State.   

NACM has been one of the largest non-denominational associations of church 
musicians and other worship leaders in North America for 70 years.  The asso-
ciation is a network of people helping people across denominational, stylistic, 
and geographical boundaries.  The group’s goal is to support and encourage 
the excellence of music and worship ministry.  From humble beginnings in 
Los Angeles in 1938, NACM has grown to embrace members from coast to 
coast. 

Come support our Westwood musicians as they share our music ministry! 

Refresh/Restore Update 
 

• Plans have been finalized and construction  
has begun!  

 

• Pledges and gifts total more than $46,000  
as of July 7  

 

• Be sure to fulfill – or make – your pledge be-
fore July 15. 

Follow-Up:  An Adult Education 
Adventure 
 

7/11 - Jerusalem and Los Angeles:  
Jesus in the Vernacular - How the Good News 
Gets Lost in Translation 
Presenters: Reg Gipson and Chris Spearman 

The Bible urges all Christ Followers to "always 
be ready to give an account of the Hope that lives 
within us." It asks us to think about, rehearse, and 
prepare a response to the question: Why are you a 
Christian? What does God mean to you? Why do 
you go to Church? 

Many of our responses are steeped in the lan-
guage of the Bible. It makes sense that they would 
be, as the Bible is one of the formative instruments 
that shapes our answers. However, much of the 
Bible's language and customs, being over 2000 
years old, seem remote and irrelevant to people 
outside of the Church. Even some of our United 
Methodist traditions are confusing and off-putting 
to those who are unfamiliar. It appears that some 
of our answers get lost in translation. 

In this week’s Follow-Up session we will ex-
plore what Jesus' life, death, resurrection, and as-
cension mean for each of us and attempt to decode 
some of our Christian language in order for it to 
connect with our current cultural context. Reg and 
Chris will be working in tag-team form to help us 
think well about the Good News for each of us and 
how it speaks to all of us.  
 

7/18 - Where You Live Matters:  
Finding Sacred in the Suburbs 
Presenter: Chris Spearman 

Futurists predict that by 2050 America will add 
100 million people to the population. Do you 
know where a majority of that group will live? The 
Suburbs. 

First the combustion engine and now the Inter-
net are radically changing how communities of 
people interact, where we live,and  where we 
work.  Our society is reshaping before our eyes 
through technology.  The Church that can prepare 
itself to be a part of that change and position itself 
to serve this emerging community will be the 
Church that influences the character and hope of 
our tomorrow.  How can Westwood UMC be 
ready to engage the changing times?  Come join 
the discussion. 
 

7/25 - No Follow-Up.  All-Church Picnic at 
Eloise Siskel’s home. 
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Among Our Friends… 
By Bette Caldwell 

When we joined Westwood United Methodist 
Church, we took vows to support the Church with 
“our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our 
service.” 

 
Our Prayers… 
...are with Caroline Harris who is recovering 

from hip surgery after a fall.  She is at Santa Monica 
UCLA Medical Center. 

...are with the family and friends of John Davis, 
who passed on to Life Eternal June 17.  John was an 
active member of the Chancel Choir, a Stephen 
Minister, a Certified Lay Speaker, a delegate from 
our church to Annual Conference, and Chairman of 
our church’s Communications Committee for several 
years.  In addition, he was active at the District and 
Conference levels. 

...are with Karriann Hinds, whose mother, 

Lorraine Farrell, had brain surgery a few weeks ago. 
...are with Duc Le, whose aunt is critically ill and 

hospitalized in Houston, Texas.  Karen wrote, 
“Thank you for your thoughts and prayers for Duc 
and his family.  We are touched by the Café W 
‘small group.’” 

...are with Lisa and Doug Lee, whose newborn 
son, Jackson  Douglas Lee, is now home from the 
hospital and doing well. 

...are with Pat Schmidt, whose brother, Michael 
Little, has returned to New York from a trip to 
Russia where he contracted a serious case of 
pneumonia. 

...continue for Ruby Koupal; Jaynee Nakanishi; 
Harriette Craigs’s father, Harvey Craig; Lon 
Symensma; the Alberstadts; and the Ryans. 

 
Several Church members shared prayer requests during 

the Worship Services recently: 
...Eleanor Alberstadt asks for prayers for peace 

for Sam Alberstadt, Wendy Brentwood, Doug and 
Steve Ogburn, Leanne Nakanishi, Bill Ryan, and 

the people living along the Gulf Coast and in Haiti. 
...Jeanne Contreras requests prayers for Michael 

who recently had a spot removed from his back. 
...Mary Garbesi asks for prayers for her niece, 

who recently began chemotherapy for ovarian 
cancer. 

...Pauline McGriff-Smith asks for prayers for her 
family following the death of her father in May.  
“May his soul rest in peace.  He was a man of faith 

and loved life.  May God be with my family and me 
during this time, giving us peace.” 

...Bette Caldwell requests continued prayers for 
Angel Muro, the honors student at Wilmington Middle 
School who suffered a severe head injury recently.  He 
remains in a medically-induced coma, although the 
doctors are optimistic about his recovery. 

...Ulysses S. Griggs, Jr. listed numerous prayer 

requests for various friends and family:  the Alvin 
Wicks family on his passing; Rose Thompson, who 
fell and broke her neck; Herbie Howard, who fell and 

broke his hip; Clarence Clark; Ann and Denise 
Griggs; Dr. and Mrs. T.C. Tillman; Gloria 
Baumann; Winston Doby; Matilde Verbera; Solomon 
Banks; Sylvia and Sharon Campbell; Marianne 
Dancy; Ross, Ryan, and Randall Bacon; Silvia Salas 
and family; Vera Lee; William King; Caroline Jones; 
Al Elliott; Keith Ponce; Dorothy Watson and family; 
Diane and Ron Ross; Barry Basiz; Lois Wallace; Pat 
Hayes; Eugene Watkins and family; Duan Houston 
and family; the homeless; the disabled; all cancer 
victims; and this Church’s ministry and members. 

 
In addition, a few visitors shared prayer concerns: 
...Sonia Agarpo-Segundo requests prayers for her 

son, Zhoydell Aaron, who continues to look for a job.  
She also asks for prayers for another son, Yhoeron 
Bhren, who was recently hospitalized for depression 
and paranoia.  She wrote, “Many thanks to all of you 
for your prayers.” 

...Ruth Anne Chapman asks for prayers for Ivan 
Caruth, a family member who passed away June 29. 

...Ruth Downey requests prayers for a safe trip 
home to Minnesota. 

...Sarah Van Vyk expressed her thanks for the 
church welcoming her.  She wrote, “This church has 
become my spiritual home in a foreign country.  Thank 
you all and God bless! 

...Suzanne Ybarra requests prayers for Byron 
Walter’s health. 

 

Our Gifts and Our Service… 
...Many words of thanks go to the 18 youth and 3 
adults who participated in this year’s Sierra Service 
Project.  Youth included:  Ariel Bandasch, Megan 
Bird, Patrick Bird, Kayla Buckner, Sean Craig, 
Grady Fitzgerald, David Freese, Emma Holter, Ben 
Lopategui, Jessie Larkin, Collin Liberty, Taylor 
Liberty, Eli Nelson, Nathaniel Nelson, Julia Rutter, 
Lila Smith, Barrett Tuttobene, and Charlotte 
Wannagat.  Adults were:  Kristine Coyle, Dale 
Crenshaw, and Keith Price. 
 

Where Are They Now?   
WUMP Edition 
 

Did you attend Westwood United Methodist 
Pre-School?  If you did we would love to hear from 
you and know all about what you’re doing now.  
Whether you’re rocking out at school or all grown 
up and doing something awesome, we want to 
know.  Email us at wumc@westwoodumc.org and let 
us know how you’ve been! 

MOPS - Mothers of Pre-schoolers  
 

7/17/2010 @ 10:00am - MOPS-er-size:  This 
months MOPS meeting will focus on exercise and 
physical well being.  Our own Karen Pang will be 
leading a stretched-based yoga session.  Then every-
one will be off on an outdoor walk.  Be sure to bring 
comfortable clothes and shoes.  You can also bring 
a yoga mat if you choose.  We will be meeting in 
room 207 of the church at 10:00am.  Please RSVP 
to Alysia Evans at alysiaesq@gmail.com.   
Childcare is provided upon request.  
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J u l y  1 1  -  2 2  
(for the regular Sunday activities, see sidebar) 

 

SUN July 11 
12:00p SPRC Meeting Room 301 
  Chancel Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary 
5:00p Youth Summer Event: Dodger Game  
 
MON July 12 
7:00p Trustees Meeting Room 301 
 
TUES July 13 
11:00a Youth Summer Event:  Pool Party 
  Meet at church 
7:00p Young Adults Selby Parsonage 
7:30p Mission Team Meeting Room 301 
 
WED July 14 
7:30p Choir and Organ Concert Sanctuary 
 
THUR July 15 
10:00a Youth Summer Event:  Griffith Observatory 
  Meet at the church 
FRI  July 16 
7:30p NACM Closing Worship Service  
   Sanctuary 
SAT July 17 
10:00a M.O.P.S. Room 207 
 
SUN July 18 
3:00p Summer Organ Concert Series: Paul Meier 
   Sanctuary 
 

TUES July 20 
7:00p Young Adults Selby Parsonage 
 
WED July 21 
10:00a Youth Summer Event:   Meet at church 
  Malibu Hike and Swim 

Summer Sundays 
at Westwood 

 
 
8:45a Café W 
 Fellowship Hall 
 
 Childcare 
 Room 204 
 
 
9:20a Summer Choir 
 rehearsal 
 Sanctuary 
 
 
10:00a Worship 
 Sanctuary 
 
 Westwood Waves
 (Pre-school) 
 Room 202 
 
 Westwood Waves 
 (Pre-K to 5th) 
 Helms Hall 
 
 
11:00a Children’s Music  
 Helms Hall 
 
 Coffee Fellowship 
 Courtyard 
 
 
11:15a Follow-Up 
 Room 207 
  
 Youth Sunday 
 School and Music 
 Helms Hall 

Summer Choir  
Continues 

 

Everyone with a tuneful 
voice is invited to take part 
in the Summer Choir this 
year! Each Sunday, through 
Labor Day weekend, the 
anthem will be presented by 
those who come to the 
Sanctuary to learn it at  
9:20 a.m. (It will be some-
thing easily mastered in that 
time). 

 

Come for one Sunday, 
every Sunday, or whatever 
your summer plans permit!  
See you there! 

The Ongoing Journey 
By The Reverend John Woodall 

I know the calendar says it is the 7th of July but 
the drizzle and wet concrete outside my office 
window say anything but summer.  It seems a 
contradiction of sorts but this is summer in West-
wood.  Contradictions are part of our lives, so 
much so that we come to expect we should not 
take things at face value, or be extremely careful 
before we place trust, and always, always question 
the motives behind what appears to be sincerity.  
Some might call it cynical, others jaded; at the 
very least, we’re pretty cautious.  While I can’t 
speak for anyone else it certainly creeps into my 
life. 

That same kind of caution also creeps into our 
faith life.  It’s safer to deal with God on our terms, 
in little controlled bits and pieces than to take the 
chance on opening ourselves up to God’s Spirit for 
fear it might cause us to do things or change us – 
in other words, we really don’t want God med-
dling in our day-to-day life.  It’s OK for God to be 
present when we need help, but other than that, 
“please God, give us some breathing room.”  It’s 
this kind of attitude that helps contribute to the 
malaise that is the unfortunate hallmark of our 
mainline churches.  I suspect our lives, our 
churches, and our communities would be much 
more vital if we opened ourselves up to God’s 
leading, and allowed the Spirit to stir some of the 
passion that lies dormant within.  Imagine if we 
could permanently set aside the contradiction of 
the dour, careful Christian.  It’s something to con-
sider.   
         How is it on your journey? 

    Pastor John 

It’s Summer!  Come join the fun! 
 

July 25th - 2nd Annual  
All-Church Picnic @ Eloise 
Siskel’s Home:  Once again there 
will be food, fun, games and 
swimming!  This year we are 
adding an awesome bounce 
house!  Everyone is invited to 

bring a non-refrigerated dessert – all other food 
will be provided by our hostess and the church.  
Mark your calendars. 
 

August 2-6th - Vacation Bible School:  West-
wood UMC will join Santa Monica FUMC for a 
Cosmic Adventure Praising God!  Board the 
starship Galactic Praise to see our awesome 
universe — and our awesome God — in a whole 
new way.  Each galactic mission includes a Bible 
story in the Good News Galaxy, along with 
science activities at the Orbital Observatory, 
music at Moons & Tunes, art projects at Cosmic 
Crafts, games at Rocket Rec, and a snack at the 
Astro Bistro.  Please see the website for more informa-
tion. 

At Santa Monica 
First UMC 
 

Each Thursday night in 
July you are invited to 
sing along with, or sim-
ply enjoy listening to, 
major choral works led 

by local guest conductors in the Sanctuary at Santa 
Monica UMC.  Musical scores and refreshments 

are provided.  On Thurs., July 22 at 7:30 pm, the 
guest conductor will be Westwood’s Minister of 
Music Gregory Norton conducting the Brahms 
Requiem.  Two of Westwood’s soloist/section lead-

ers, soprano Lusine Marukyan and baritone Nate 
Widelitz, will sing the solos.  Westwood member 
Paul Floyd will accompany at the piano.   

Santa Monica UMC is located at 1008  
Eleventh Street (two blocks north of Wilshire) in 
Santa Monica.  Admission is $15.   

To see the full line-up of guest conductors and 
the works they will lead, visit the church’s website 
at: www.santamonicaumc.org 



 

Westwood United Methodist Church The Spire: Page 4 July 11, 2010 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Westwood United Methodist Church 
10497 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, California 90024 

 Phone 310-474-4511     Fax 310-474-5557     www.westwoodumc.org   wumc@westwoodumc.org 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Sunday, July 11, 2010 

7th Sunday after Pentecost 
Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m. 

The Reverend John Woodall, preaching 

Sermon:  Looking the Other Way 
 

Featured Scriptures:  
Amos 7: 7-9 / Luke 10: 25-37 

 

Sunday, July 18, 2010 
8th Sunday After Pentecost 

Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m. 

The Reverend John Woodall, preaching 

Sermon:  Spiritual LASIK 
 

Featured Scripture:  
Psalm 8 / Luke 10: 38-42 

 

Westwood in New Orleans 
October 23 – 30, 2010 
Mission Trip to Aid as Hurricane  
Recovery Winds Down 
 
New Orleans still needs our help!  Since Hur-
ricanes Katrina and Rita hit the Gulf Coast in 
Summer/Fall of 2005, Westwood has been 
actively involved in the recovery efforts.  We 
participated in a number of UMCOR (United 
Methodist Committee on Relief) Health Kit 
Builds, concentrated our annual One Great 

Hour of Sharing offering to the relief efforts in 2007, supported individuals on 
repeat Mission Trips to the area and traveled as a church community in cove-
nant with 19 members of the New Year’s Mission Trip in early 2008. 

As the recovery efforts through the Louisiana Conference Southeast  
Recovery Center are winding down, Westwood plans to be there for the end!  
There are still many families in need of aid. 

Be a part of the adventure!  Be a part of a team that rebuilds homes and 
lives.  Be changed as the Holy Spirit works through you! 

Join Co-Team leaders Ellen Evans Agee and Pastor John Woodall on this 
exciting adult Mission Trip.  A group of no more than 12 committed members 
will represent Westwood in New Orleans enjoying physical labor while work-
ing with a diverse group of people in the midst of ever changing circum-
stances.  Cost is estimated at $700 per person including travel, transportation, 
and room and board. 

To sign-up, or for more information on how to be involved in any aspect 
of the trip, contact Ellen Evans Agee at 310-826-0894 or email the Mission 

Team at wumcmt@gmail.com.  ONLY 5 SPACES LEFT!!! 


